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THE APPROACH

1. Strategy

2. Structure

3. Culture

• Challenging Ambition and Vision

• Clear Goals

• Phased and SMART Targets

• Evidence based: 
reliable data collection - monitoring - reporting 

• Recognizing what has already been achieved while also showing self-reflection



A PARADIGMA CHANGE

• Managing expectations/changing perception

• Pesticide use becoming the exception rather than the norm after application of IPM

• From product-thinking towards an independent system approach, 
taking care of the cause, not the symptoms
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European Golf’s Roadmap
Golf’s plan for the safe, responsible and 

sustainable management
of turfgrass

EU Regulatory Request 

Position paper advocating potential 
amendments to Commission Sustainable 

Use of Pesticides proposal

National Action Plans 

Timelines, Targets 
and Regulatory Requests 

Aligned plans and approaches 
nationally across Europe

Position

European Turfgrass 
Sports Impact 
Assessment 

& European Golf’s 
Socio-Economic 

Analysis

Overview of value of 
golf and modelled 

impacts of pesticide 
regulation on sector
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1.5 Alignment with EU Goals

Drastic reduction in 
total European 
pesticide use

Environmental protection 
and restoration of 
biodiversity

Public safety and human 
health protection



Safeguard the 
future of golf

VISION

Our Ambition for 
Sustainable Golf

To be a leader in 
sustainable sport 
while growing the 

game of golf in 
Europe

AMBITION

1.4 Sustainable Turfgrass –
Ambition, Vision and Goals

Safeguard human 
health for our staff, 

players and the public

Our Vision for 
Sustainable 

Turfgrass and Golf

To deliver long-
term playability 
while ensuring a 

high level of 
human and 

environmental 
protection

GOALS

Safeguard environmental 

health of golf courses and 

enhance their role as

environmental service systems
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4.2 Priority voluntary and co-regulatory activities 

1 Human safety and environmental protection precautions 

2 Integrated Pest and Turfgrass Management

3 Monitoring, reporting and target setting

4 Consumer education (golfers)

5 Practitioner education

6 Targeting pesticide use on specific playing surfaces

7 Applied research

8 Technology – innovation

9 Technology – products

10 Partnerships and collaboration 



3. Monitoring, reporting and 
target setting on pesticide use 

ACTIONS

• Explore how best to connect existing databases, platforms and apps

• Carry out baseline inventory

• Continue to build out IPM and sustainable golf monitoring and reporting with facilities, 
countries and internationally

• Ensure existing 3rd party assurance / verification for sustainable golf fully integrates any 
updated IPM / ITM methodologies

• Verification to an accredited standard for quality of data and data handling (ISO9001) 

• Follow-up/end evaluations on reduction progress

OBJECTIVE 

Digitally track, record, monitor and report European Golf’s pesticide use through the 
national golf federation, greenkeepers associations and/or government to establish 
baseline use, track progress and develop further reduction focus towards minimum levels.

A plan for monitoring 
actual pesticide use will be 
developed by 2023/2024

TARGETS & TIMELINES

Review and consolidate  
existing data platforms 
by 2024

Baseline in European 
Golf pesticide use 
established for 2024 

Interim evaluation on 
reduction progress 
carried out by 2026

Evaluation on 
reduction progress 
carried out by 2028
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EUROPEAN GOLF HAS THE AMBITION AND AIM 

TO ENSURE GOLF SURFACE PLAYABILITY WITH A

DRASTIC REDUCTION IN CHEMICAL PESTICIDE USE.  

4.4 Golf’s positioning on pesticides
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“Sustainability? I take care of the cause, not the 

symptom. And what does the grass really need? 

Remember my key.”

Stefan Nilsson, as course manager of Vallda G&CC

QUOTE



Emeritus Prof. dr. ir. Rudy Rabbinge, Wageningen UR

“In sustainability, poorly understood 
self-interest is the delaying factor.”
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THANK YOU
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